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Condition Codes

Code A represents a blank paper.

Code B represents an illegible paper.

Code C represents a non-English paper.

Code D represents an off-topic paper.

Code A papers may be entirely blank or have an
unidentifiable mark which does not represent words
or pictures. An example of each follows.
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Blank answer document
Code A
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Answer document with unidentifiable marking
Code A
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Off-Mode Responses

Off-mode papers, responses that do not incorporate
the mode or application inherent in the prompt, are
scored.  There is no condition code for off-mode. For
example, a paper that is written to a prompt that has
language such as “persuade” or “convince” will still
be scored even if it is written as a narrative rather
than a persuasive essay.  However, the score for Ideas
and Content may be lower because the su pporting
details in the development of the paper are “not well
chosen for purpose” (score point 4).  Also, in Voice,
the score will be affected by “a limited ability to shift
to a more objective voice when necessary” (score
point 3). Other traits may also be affected.

Condition Code D is assigned to a paper that has a
drawing without words.

The following papers are examples of Codes B, C,
and D.
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Grade 4 Condition Code Examples

The Grade 4 papers were responses to the prompt :

“We all have things that we believe are exciting.  Think of
something you have done that was exciting to you.  It might
be winning a ball game, getting a new pet, or riding a bike.

Write a story about a time when you felt excited. ”
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Grade 4, Code B, p. 1
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Grade 4 Code B, p. 2
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Grade 4 Code C
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Grade 4 Code D, p. 1
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Grade 4 Code D, p. 2



Arizona Department of Education Page 11 of 22 January, 2007

Grade 6 Condition Code Examples

The Grade 6 papers were responses to the prompt:

“The cafeteria serves some foods people like and some they
don’t like.  Think about three different foods that you
would like the cafeteria manager to serve that you can’t get
now in the cafeteria.

Write a letter to the cafeteria manager convincing her to
serve each of the three new foods that you are suggesting. ”
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Grade 6 Code B
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Grade 6 Code C, p. 1
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Grade 6 Code C, p. 2
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Grade 6 Code D
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Grade 8 Condition Code Examples

The Grade 8 papers were in response to the prompt:

“People run for elected offices, from the President of the
United States to class officers in a school. You are running
for class president for your grade level.

Write an essay convincing your classmates that you are the
best choice for president.”

(No papers with Condition Code B are available.)
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Grade 8 Code C
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Grade 8 Code D
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Grade 10 Condition Code Examples

The Grade 10 papers were in response to the prompt:

“Adults have influence on young people's lives. Think
about the qualities demonstrated by adults that you admire.

Write an essay explaining the  most important qualities
demonstrated by adults that you admire .”
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Grade 10 Code B
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Grade 10 Code C
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Grade 10 Code D


